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Mr. Paul Sonne

Pentagon Correspondent -

The Wall Street Journal

1025 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Mr. Sonne:
SUBJECT: YOUR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) REQUEST

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request submitted to the Naval Special Warfare Command seeking
documentation pertaining to CDR Ryan Zinke (Ret). Naval Special
Warfare Command referred the portion of your request seeking the
applicable Official Military Personnel File (OMPF) to this
command. The partial referral of your request was received in
this office (PERS-00J) on December 28, 2016, and has been assigned
correspondence file number CNPC20170129 by this command.

While the public may have an interest in an individual’s
background, such an interest alone does not justify releasing
protected personal information contained in one’s personnel
record. Providing documentation beyond what is attached to this
correspondence would constitute an invasion of CDR Zinke's
personal privacy, and reveal nothing about the Department of the
Navy’'s compliance with its statutory duties. A releasable copy
of the applicable OMPF is enclosed. The remaining portions of
the record containing documentation reflective of medical exams,
retirement details, Records of Emergency Data, benefit
elections, designated security clearances, and Fitness Report
performance analysis (page two of Fitness Reports) are exempt
from disclosure in entirety as they are not reasonably
segregable. The redacted portions of the released
documentation, and documentation withheld in entirety, are
exempt from disclosure under FOIA exemption 6 [5 U.S.C. §

552(b) (6)]. Release of such information would be a clearly
unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of CDR Zinke and
other identified individuals. We can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of disciplinary action documentation in a
personnel record in accordance with FOIA exemption 6.
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Because your request has been partially denied by this
command, you are advised of your right to appeal this
determination in writing to the Office of the Judge Advocate
General, OJAG Code 14, 1322 Patterson Avenue SE Suite 3000,
Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5066.

If an appeal is deemed necessary, it must be received in
that office within 90 calendar days from the date of this

letter, in order to be comsidered. To expedite an appeal, you
should enclose a copy of this letter and a copy of the original
request along with a statement regarding why your appeal should
be granted. The letter of appeal and the envelope should bear
the notation, “FOIA/PA APPEAL.”

I am the official responsible for the partial denial of
your request. Should you wish to discuss the processing of your
request by this command, you may contact the undersigned at
(901) 874-3165. You may alsc contact the DON FOIA Public
Liaison, Christopher Julka, at Christopher.a.julka@navy.mil and
(703) 697-0031.

Sincerely,

%A L—

D. P. GERMAN
FOIA/PA Officer
By direction
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' RYAN K, ZINKR

Licutenant Commander Bysu X. Zinke, Unitsd States Navy,
distinguished “himself by exceptionally meritorfous servics
while serving as Team Leader for his Tactical Divelapment
apd Evaluatich Team and lead factical plinner for fhe
development of spectafized capabilities at kis command from
Augnst 1996 to Pebrmairy 1997, Livutenant Commander Zinke
- demonstrated exceptionsl tactical innovation in the planning,
coordination and validation of specialized tactics, teckniques,
and procedures in. support of 2 NCA. priority misslon. His
supech “leadeiShip,  amwavering dedication to dufy, and
. superior operstionsl sxpertlte significanfly cshamced the .
. rvendiness of his command, Lirutenant Commander Zinke’s
the United States Navy, and the Department of Defanse.
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The President of the United States takes pleasuzs in
prumiwthnmmmm

- COMMMMDER. RYAX X.
UMITED JENTES XAYY

for service as set forth in the following
CITRYTON:

For outstanding meritorious achiwvement as Executive
Officez; ¥aval Special Warfare Center from dwnuary '200% to
November. 2004, He expertly lod over 575 officer and snlisted
SEAL instructors and staff support persomnsl, 232 UICs, eight
dstachments, 15 geographic training facility sites, 1200 basic
SEAL and SNCC students, and €000 advanced SEAL students in tha
conduct of high risk uEW training. ©During his tenure, he was
diractly respopsible for providing superb training to 582 Basic
Undsrwater Demolition/SEAL grafuates, 227 fpecial ¥arfare
Combatant Crewvaesbers, and over 4000 SEAL advanced training
graduates. In additiom, Iw was the driving force behind Naval
fpecial Warfare Canter’s significent contribution of skilled RSW
pesaonnel to suppoxt the Globel Waz on Terrorism. His diligent
efforts and repourcefuluasy were inspiring and contzibuted
greatly to the accomplishmant of Maval Special Warfave Centarts
mizaion. The exceptional professional ability, steadfzst
initiative, and selfiless dadication te duty exhibiced by
Coomander Einke reflected grast credit upon hismelf and uphsld
the highest traditions of the United Statss Naval Service.

. HMIUIRE, .
REAR ADNIRAL, UNITED STATER MAVY
COMMANDER, MAVAL, SPECTAL WARFARE COMMAND
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for sezvice as set forth in the follewing
Clm: )

- For meritoricus achievement in connection with roabat
opezations as Deputy Commander, Combined Joint Spscial
Oparations Task F¥orce - Arabisn’ Peninmula {(COSOTF-AP) in
suppoxt of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM from 12 Februdry to 15 May
2004 Commander Zinke provided unmatchied leadership and
proven combat exscution to establish a zecure and stable
-environment in Irag., He twice surged foxward to provide
critical Jleadership in support of Opesrations RESOLUTE SWORD.
and VIGILENT RESOLVE.  His initiative assisted Coalition
Foxces in re-wstablisfing civilian control and stability in
Fellujeh through the surgical use of interdiction operations,

counter-ambush patrols, Direct Action (DA) missions, and other
missions. DPuri

forcas conducted [(b)(6)
(b)6)

(b)6) .. Commender 3inke’s total -
"SITBUTIVEIESE, TOLDETUL ISRXEnip, and loyal devotion to duty
reflected great credit upon him and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.

President,

. lTa v
Reax Admiral, United States Navy
Cotmandex, Naval Special Warfare Command
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. The President of the United Btates takes pleasuras in presenting the
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (rmgsu:m 1lien of the lal_mthm:d) to

" COMMAMDAN. WIAX X,
TNITED STATES NAVI

for: sarvioe as set forth in the following

For ocutstanding meritorious service while zerving as Haval
Bpecial Warfare Techmelogy Programs and Yactical Training
Eange Officer from January to Octobar 2007. Commander. Zinke
vas the single driving force bshind developing the conmand
vision, policy, organizatien, and remcurce requirements to
creats & viable, Waval Special Warfare (WSW} tactlical training
Tange progran.. Under his bold lesdership, tenacious acuman,

* and unmatched technical imewledge, the MSK rangs program .
contributed significantly to the overall mission resdiness and
combat effectivensss of NsSW. His suparb efforts and
phenomensl ability to ‘produce results will leave & legacy of
excellence in preparing and training every SEAL and 9WOC for
combat operationa. While wserving is Technology Programs
Officer, Comandexr 2Xinke spsarhsaded multiple advanced
technology effoxts which supported the @Global War on ‘Yerrorima
{GHOT} and Operstions BEKDORING FREEDOM and IRRQT FREEDOM.
Commander Zinke’s aexceptional professionelism, parsonal
initiative, and loyal devotien to duty xeflacted great cradit
upon him and ware in keeping with the highest traditions of
the United States Naval Service.,

¥or the Eresident, ' ' -

Rear Admiral, United States Navy
Coumandex, Naval Bpecial Warfars Coomand
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